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A patella femoral brace having a support member configured to be worn about the 
knee of a user, the support member having an upper portion (10) extending above 
the knee and a lower portion (12) extending below the knee, and a pressure cuff 
(32) attachable to the support member in a position to exert force on at least 
a portion of the periphery of the user's patella. The pressure cuff can have a 
plurality of connection members (33) for securement to the sleeve (16) at 
selective ones of a plurality of connection points (25, 26, 27) provided on 
opposite sides of the knee and above and below the knee, such that the position 
of the pressure cuff is adjustable by varying connection of the connection 
members to selective ones of the connection points to apply force to the 
patella in a plurality of directions. A buttress (24) can be provided between 
the pressure cuff and the patella. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (3)) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



tattonal Application No 

IT/US2005/008136 



I A. CLASSIRCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 A61F5/S1 



According to Intemaliona) Patent Qassiftoalion (IPC) or to both naltonal clas^ficallon and IPC 



B. RELC^ SEARCHED 



Minimum documentalion searched (dassiftcaiion system foEowed by classification symbofe) 

IPC 7 A61F 



Documentalion searched other than minimum documentation to the extent thai such documents are iiica;ded in the fields searched 



Electronic dala base consulted during the International search (name of data base and. where pradical. search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUME 
1 Category* 


NTS CCWSIDERED TO BE RELEVAN1 

Citation ol document, with indication, where appropriate, of the reievanl passages 


Relevant to daim No. 


X 


US 6 551 264 Bl (CAWLEY PATRICK W ET AL) 
22 April 2003 (2003-04-22) 

figures 1-4,6,14 

column 13, line 48 - column 14, line 34 


1-3.5-7, . 

15,18, 

19.23 


X 


FR 2 807 644 A (COOPERATION PHARMACEUTIQUE 
FRANCAISE) 19 October 2001 (2001-10-19) 
figures 1-5 

page 2, line 20 - line 33 


1-3,13, 
14 


A 


GB 2 279 255 A (ARTHUR WINTON * MATKIN) 
4 January 1995 (1995-01-04) 
figures 1-3 

page 4, line 1 - line 37 


1-24 



m 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are tsted in annex. 



Special categories of cited documents : 
•A' 
'E' 
'L' 



document defining the general stale of the art which is not 
considered to be of p^icular relevance 
earlier document but publshed on or alter the international 
filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
dtalion or other special reason (as specified) 
'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

'P" document published prior to the International filing date but 
later than the prtority dale claimed 



T later document published after the iniemalional filing date 
or priority date and not in confiict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory undertying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance: the clainwd invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step wrtien the document is taken alone 

•Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step v»rtien the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu* 
menis. such contbinalion being obvious to a person sWDed 
in the art. 

documeni member ot the same patent fairuly 



Date of the actual oomplelbn of the iniemalional search 

27 June 2005 



Dale of mailing of the intemaliona) search report 

05/07/2005 



I Name and m^Ung address of the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
ML - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70)340-3016 



Aulhorized officer 



Josten, S 



FaTn PCT/iSA/210 (second sheel) (Januaiy 2004) 



page 1 of 2 



1 



INT^ATIONAL SEARCH REPORT ^te«.Appuea«o„No 
^ KT/US2005/008136 


1 C.(Con«nuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 


Citation oidocumeiU, with bKtotion, where appropriate, of ttie relevant passa^ |^ 




1 A 


US 6 110 135 A (MADOW ET AL) 1 
29 August 2000 (2000-08-29) 
figure 1 

column 3, line 22 - line 24 


4,20 



Fcm PCT/;SA/210 (corttinualzon o! ssaond ^ssl) (Jsnuary ZKM) 



page 2 of 2 



INTI 



ATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

latlon on patent family members 



iflHonal Application No 

CT/US2005/008136 



Patent document 
cited In search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



US 6551264 Bl 22-04-2003 US 2004054307 Al 

US 2004167452 Al 



Publication 
date 



18-03-2004 
26-08-2004 



FR 2807644 


A 


19- 


-10- 


-2001 


FR 


2807644 Al 


19-10-2001 


GB 2279255 


A 


04- 


-01- 


-1995 


NONE 






US 6110135 


A 


29- 


-08- 


-2000 


NONE 







Fcm PCT/iSA/210 (palcm tam:>j ennsx) (January 2C04) 



